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Dear friends, 

Thank you all for joining us on our 2018–19 From the Top journey.

My first full season at From the Top was marked by three themes: 
voices, connection, and diversity. These three themes anchored the 
work that you, our vital partners, supported.

From the Top broke new ground this year in a variety of ways – 
by inviting diverse new perspectives onto our NPR radio broadcast 
through a cadre of guest hosts, expanding our reach to young 
musicians with financial need through our partnership with the 
Jack Kent Cooke Foundation, and celebrating the power of story-
telling led by youth at our annual fundraising gala in Boston.

I am very proud of the achievements of our incredible young 
musicians, team, and production staff that are outlined in the pages 
that follow. Thank you for your continued support.

Sincerely,

 

Gretchen Nielsen
Executive Director
From the Top

“Today’s musicians 
have a longing 

to serve and find 
outlets for their 
artistry beyond 

the stage. This past 
year has deepened 
our commitment to 

putting young artists 
first and nurturing 
their whole being.”

GRETCHEN NIELSEN

A MESSAGE FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



“

New Voices & New Perspectives

2018–19 NATIONAL TOUR AND GUEST HOSTS
Violinist and guest host Leila Josefowicz poses with 
young musicians and co-host/pianist Michelle Cann after 
recording an episode of NPR’s From the Top in Boston, MA.

The 2018–19 season of NPR’s 
From the Top welcomed guest 

hosts from across the media 
landscape, from renowned 

musicians and Hollywood actors 
to illustrious From the Top alumni.



Where Music Lives, a 
four-part online video 
series, has garnered nearly 
half-a-million views since 
its launch in April 2019. 
Hosted by Kevin Olusola – 
From the Top alum, Board 
member, and beatboxer 
from the superstar group 
Pentatonix – the series 
uncovers our country’s 
most phenomenal young 
artists and celebrates their 
diverse lives and drive for 
artistic excellence. 

 

WHERE MUSIC LIVES ONLINE VIDEO SERIES

A Video Road Trip Celebrating 
Diversity and Culture

To watch Where Music Lives, visit www.fromthetop.org/wheremusiclives

(Above) Episode 1 profiles 
16-year-old cellist 

Ifetayo Ali-Landing.

(Right) In Episode 4, 
18-year-old bassoonist 

and Jack Kent Cooke 
Young Artist Taylor Akin 

brings Kevin Olusola on a 
joyride in his family’s

hot rod before heading 
to his high school for a 

high energy jam session!



Building Connections through
Community Engagement

LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCES LIKE NONE OTHER

From the Top creates leadership 
and community engagement 

experiences that transform the 
lives of our young artists. 

By carving out time to reflect 
on personal strengths and how 

those intersect with what the 
world needs, these experiences 

become powerful tools for 
understanding the power of 

artistry as a catalyst for change. 

Violinist and guest host Vijay Gupta has 
fun with a group of young artists before 
collaborating on an interactive community 
performance in La Jolla, CA. 

CREDIT: KEN JACQUES



Thank you for investing in the next generation.

From the Top thanks the following 
contributors for their generous 
unrestricted and programmatic 
support between July 1, 2018 and 
June 30, 2019. Please contact Cullen 
Bouvier at 617.437.0707 x127 or 
cbouvier@fromthetop.org to update 
us on any changes.

$500,000+
Jack Kent Cooke Foundation

$100,000–$499,999
Eileen and Jack M. Connors, Jr. 
The Klarman Family Foundation
Massachusetts Office of Travel 
  & Tourism
Gerald and Susan Slavet
The Volgenau Foundation

$50,000–$99,999
National Endowment for the Arts
Howard and Geraldine Polinger 
  Family Foundation

$25,000–$49,999
The Boston Foundation 
Sidney E. Frank Foundation
Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation
Glenmede
Barbara and Amos Hostetter
Massachusetts Cultural Council
John and Janet Pattillo
Peter, Linda, and Shannon Ross
Arthur M. Winn and Family

$10,000–$24,999
Associated Chamber Music Players 
  (ACMP)
Russell and Carol Faucett
The Janey Fund Charitable Trust
LP Charitable Trust
Nancy and Richard Lubin
Aaron E. Morgan, Esq.*
Mortimer Charitable Lead Trust
New England Conservatory*
Kevin Olusola
Onion Foundation
The Harold Whitworth Pierce 
  Charitable Trust
Jeffrey F. Rayport and 
  Hillary Hedges Rayport
Carole and Peter Segal
Senior Helpers
Laurie and Lawrence Weinberger
Patti and Chip Wilson

$5,000–$9,999
Susan Beckerman
The Edward T. Cone Foundation
The Aaron Copland Fund for Music
Eran and Yukiko Egozy
Frederick and Shelby Gans
Marcia Head
Richard Hodosh and Helga Fisch
Peter and Soo Youn Lee
The LIZ Peace Fund
Heather MacDonald
Bethany and Robert Millard
Harold I. Pratt and Frances G. Pratt
Marie Louise and David Scudder
The Sea Breeze Foundation

Anthony Tjan and Laura Murray-Tjan
WilmerHale*

$2,500–$4,999
The ASCAP Foundation
Kent and Marie-José Baum
The Baupost Group, L.L.C.
Deborah and John Chipman
Monica and Will Davisson
Boris Glazman
Harriett and Richard Gold
Phil Griffin and Kory Apton
The Ronus Foundation
Elizabeth Sikorovsky
Richard and Claudia Swager
Anonymous

$1,000–$2,499
James Alderete and Gretchen Nielsen
American Express Company Employee
  Giving Program
The Amphion Foundation
Natalie and Scott Baker
Jose R. Berrios
Edward Boesel
Emily Borababy and Adam Einhorn
Nancy and Jack Braitmayer
Linda and Don Brodie
Carolyn S. Bucksbaum
Albert and Brenda Butzel
Judith Carroll
Lauren Chipman
Laura and Edward Crawford
Susan and Eric Dunn
Charlotte and Arthur Ellis
Joan and Domenic Favero

Susan and David Fedo
Fish & Richardson P.C. 
Marcia and Donald Flaks
Ann B. and Thomas L. Friedman
Richard Gavin*
Rosalind Gorin and Matthew Budd
Loline Hathaway
Elizabeth Hunnewell
Jennifer and Edward Hurley-Wales
David Jackson
Laura and Josh Kelsey
William and Gretchen Kimball Fund
Lori Laitman and Bruce Rosenblum
Mr. John Lee
Louise Lee and Krishnan Padmanabhan
José and Ina Lopez
Linda and Steve Millard
Ernest Murillo
Robert Treat Paine Association
Susan Richardson
Kaye and James Slavet
Rosalyn and Richard Slifka
Patrisha Thomson
Hadassah Wagner
Jeff Wagner
Robert and Linda Williams
Christopher Wolf and James Beller
Anonymous (2)

$500–$999
Marsha & Thomas Alperin Family Fund
Apple Inc. Matching Gifts Program
Diane M. Austin and Aaron J. Nurick
John and Molly Beard
Kate Bermingham
Erik Borncamp
Boston Cultural Council
Breckinridge Capital Advisors
Susan K. Bryant

Ms. Phuong Bui
Ellen Cabot and Matthew Watson
The Cambridge Rotary Education 
  Fund, Inc.
Cross Country Mortgage, Inc.
Drs. John and Lois Crowe
David Dalton
Elle Davisson
Jack Davisson
Karen and Allan Dennis
Barbara and Aaron Fleck
Hae-Soon Hahn and Steve Rosenbaum
Thomas and Polly Povejsil Heath
Carol and Fred Hochberg
Deborah and Michael Klein
Christine Lee
Margery Lieber and Patrick Szymanski
Richard P. and Claire W. Morse
  Foundation
Carol and Philip Murray
Marjorie Nieh
James L. Parmentier
Linda and Kalmon Post
Myra and Robert Rich
Cecelia and Stephen Roberts
Peter, Linda, and Shannon Ross
H.E. Schulman
Shirley and Ralph Shapiro
Jinfan Shaw
Curt Strand
TIAA Charitable Giving Fund
Harriet Washton and George Kaye
Wertz Family Fund of the Sacramento 
  Region Community Foundation
Nicole Wittlin
Peggy and A. Lee Zeigler

* In kind donations

“I will never forget the way 
I felt after our community 
engagement performance 
at the Breman Home. I can’t 
overstate how fulfilling it 
was to see the residents 
experience the power of 
music. That day, I realized that 
I have the ability to influence 
the world. Any contribution to 
a larger goal, no matter how 
big or small, is important.”

17-YEAR-OLD PIANIST HELEN BRYANT



†

In 2017, From the Top embarked on an evolutionary journey around 
its artistic vision, executive leadership, and program model, for 
the purpose of becoming a more sustainable and vibrant force for 
emerging artistic leaders in our rapidly changing world. To achieve 
this, the Board of Directors launched the FTT2020 Campaign, a funding 
initiative designed to capitalize the organization as we embrace new 
and exciting artistic initiatives. Inspired by the new executive director 
and her vision for the organization’s future, an anonymous donor made 
a $500,000 challenge grant in December 2018, infusing the Campaign 
with a renewed momentum. To support this challenge grant or request 
more information on the FTT2020 Campaign, please contact Cullen 
Bouvier at 617.437.0707 x127 or cbouvier@fromthetop.org. 

From the Top thanks the following donors for their leadership 
support  towards the FTT2020 Campaign (as of October 31, 2019).

2018–19 GALA CONTRIBUTORS

From the Top thanks the following 
contributors for their generous 
gifts and pledges made to our 2019 
Boston and New York galas. For more 
information about From the Top’s 
2019–20 gala events, please contact 
Cullen Bouvier at 617.437.0707 x127 
or cbouvier@fromthetop.org. 

$50,000+
Adage Capital Management, L.P.

$25,000–$49,999
Elizabeth and Phill Gross
Anonymous

$10,000–$24,999
Lisa and Tom Blumenthal
Linda and Michael Frieze
Glenmede 
Nancy and Richard Lubin
Janet and John Pattillo
Jeffrey F. Rayport and 
  Hillary Hedges Rayport
Gerald and Susan Slavet
Anonymous

$5,000–$9,999
Gareth and Lisa Amaya Price
Phil Griffin and Kory Apton
High Output*
Jane and A. Neil Pappardo
Lia and William Poorvu
Harold I. Pratt and Frances G. Pratt
Elizabeth Sikorovsky
The Spector Fund at The Boston  
  Foundation

Fredericka and Howard Stevenson
Anthony Tjan and Laura Murray-Tjan
Laurie and Lawrence Weinberger
Anonymous

$2,500–$4,999
Judy and Tony Evnin
Janet and Mark Fagan
Carole and Peter Segal
Wendy Shattuck and Sam Plimpton

$1,000–$2,499
Diane M. Austin and Aaron J. Nurick
Robert Banker and Charity Brown
Steven Beasley and Kathleen Minniti
Jose R. Berrios
Edward Boesel and Ted Belanger
Emily Borababy and Adam Einhorn
Cynthia and Oliver Curme
Joan and Peter Faber
Susan and David Fedo

David Feigenbaum and Maureen Meister
Fish & Richardson P.C.
Michael and Sunyoung Graves
Tom Jones
Laura and Josh Kelsey
David Kirchner
Catherine and Robert Lachenauer
Elaine and Robert† LeBuhn
Peter and Soo Youn Lee
Marsh & McLennan Agency - New England
Judy Banker Mehrling and Perry Mehrling
Joseph Regan
Peter, Linda, and Shannon Ross
Elaine Smith and Eugene Braunwald
Antonio Viva and Maria Freda
Scott Warner
Pamela and Philip Weitzel
Anonymous (2)

* In kind donations
† Deceased

(Left) From the Top at 
Joe's Pub in New York City 
was a cabaret-style 
evening of innovative 
musical performances 
hosted and curated by 
From the Top alum, Board 
member, and composer/
bassist Michael Thurber.

(Above) From the Top’s Boston Gala celebrated the powerful voices and performances 
of young artists. Hosted by pianist and From the Top alum/guest host Peter Dugan, 
the gala also featured New York Times bestselling author Gregory Maguire.

CREDIT: CAITLIN CUNNINGHAM

Management is responsible for the preparation 
of From the Top’s financial statements in 
accordance with generally accepted accounting 
principles. From the Top’s financial statements 
have been audited by Cohn Reznick, LLP. A 
complete audited financial statement can be 
viewed at www.fromthetop.org/auditedfinancials 
or by calling 617.437.0707.

* includes future-year revenues

FY19 FINANCIAL SUMMARY

REVENUE: $3,162,614*

Lisa and Tom Blumenthal
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation
Corinne and Tim Ferguson
Sidney E. Frank Foundation
Linda and Michael Frieze
Elaine and Robert† LeBuhn
Louise Lee and Krishnan Padmanabhan 
Peter and Soo Youn Lee 
The Lost & Foundation, Inc. /
  The Curme Family
The Estate of Gerald Merson
Angelo Mozilo
John and Janet Pattillo

Jeffrey F. Rayport and 
  Hillary Hedges Rayport
Peter, Linda, and Shannon Ross
Benjamin Rothschild and 
  R. Martin Chavez (Goldman 
  Sachs Gives)
Peter and Carole Segal
Elizabeth Sikorovsky
Gerald and Susan Slavet
Michael Thurber
Doug and Lynda Weiser
Margaret and Martin Zankel
Anonymous (3)
† Deceased

CREDIT: DAVID ANDRAKO

EXPENSES: $3,222,363

MANAGEMENT & 
ADMINISTRATIVE
EXPENSES

$576,050
 

CAPACITY BUILDING 
& DEVELOPMENT
EXPENSES

$739,927

PROGRAM EXPENSES

$1,906,386

CONTRIBUTED 
REVENUES

$2,536,714

EARNED & OTHER 
REVENUES

$625,901
20%

80%

59%
23%

18%



   

Since 2005, From the Top and the Jack Kent Cooke Foundation have awarded approximately 20 
young musicians each season with an award of up to $10,000 to advance their pursuit of musical 
excellence. In 2018–19, From the Top reached the momentous milestone of awarding more than 
$3 million in scholarships to hundreds of incredible young musicians with financial need.  

CREDIT: KEN JACQUES

AVERAGE AGETHE JACK KENT COOKE YOUNG ARTIST AWARD

GEOGRAPHIC BREAKDOWN

   5% 
18% 
  9% 
18% 
41%  
  9%

2018–19 AWARD RECIPIENTS 

TWENTY-TWO

“Thanks to the scholarship, I was able to purchase 
a beautiful new alto flute, fund my private lessons 
for the remainder of this year, and participate in a 
summer camp! The Award has been a huge help 
in allowing me to continue to have the musical 
education and experiences that are so critical to 
my future as a musician.”

18-YEAR-OLD JACK KENT COOKE YOUNG ARTIST PHOEBE RAWN

RACE/ETHNICITY BREAKDOWN

“You know what has the power to unite us? 
Music.” 

KEVIN OLUSOLA
HOST OF WHERE MUSIC LIVES

27% 
32% 

9% 
9% 

23%

AFRICAN AMERICAN 
ASIAN
HISPANIC OR LATINX
MULTI-RACIAL
WHITE
UNREPORTED

MIDWEST
NORTHEAST
SOUTH
SOUTHWEST
WEST



From the Top is America’s largest platform dedicated to amplifying the artistic voices and talents of 
extraordinary classically trained young musicians and supporting them in their development as leaders. 

From its NPR show heard by nearly 500,000 people on more than 200 stations to its music videos 
enjoyed by millions, From the Top has produced inspiring original content that shines a spotlight on 

remarkable young people for close to 20 years. 
 

From the Top also provides emerging artists the tools and experiences needed to lead a fulfilling career 
in the arts through performance opportunities in premier concert venues, leadership and community 

engagement workshops, and scholarships totaling more than $3 million since 2005.

140 Clarendon Street, Suite 301, Boston, MA 02116 
www.fromthetop.org

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jeffrey F. Rayport, Chair

John L. Pattillo, Vice Chair
Elizabeth Sikorovsky, Clerk

Corinne Ferguson
Elaine Lindley LeBuhn

Soo Youn Lee
Kevin Olusola

Peter Ross
Peter Segal

Immaculada Silos-Santiago
Michael Thurber

IN MEMORIAM
Francis O. Hunnewell, Founding Chair

DIRECTORS EMERITI 
Jennifer Hurley-Wales and Gerald Slavet

BOARD OF ADVISORS
Elaine Lindley LeBuhn, Chair
Susan Beckerman
Monica Davisson
Phil Griffin
Laura Kelsey
Jordan Kretchmer
Nancy Lubin
Linda Dyer Millard
Louise Lee Padmanabhan
Anthony K. Tjan
Gabrielle Wolohojian


